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JUDGE SHAWNA M. SCHWARZ IS THE 2015 WILMONT SWEENEY 
JUVENILE COURT JUDGE OF THE YEAR 

 
Anaheim, CA - Judge Shawna M. Schwarz is the Wilmont Sweeney Juvenile Court Judge of the Year for 2015. She 
was awarded the honor on December 3, 2015 by the Juvenile Court Judges of California, a section of the California 
Judges Association, during the Beyond the Bench program in Anaheim, California.  
 
Appointed in 2006, Judge Schwarz has served since 2012 as the Supervising Judge of the Juvenile Dependency 
Court at Santa Clara Superior Court.  She currently presides over juvenile dependency matters, specializing in cases 
involving young teens, adolescents and non-minor dependents. Judge Schwarz also trains lawyers, social workers, 
Child Advocates, community workers on dependency court and the overlap between child abuse and domestic 
violence. Judge Schwarz previously served as Commissioner for Santa Clara Superior Court from 2001 to 2006. 
She is currently a Fellow of the American Leadership Forum, a member of the Santa Clara County Superior Court 
Domestic Violence Coordinating Committee and the Santa Clara County Superior Court Information Technology 
Committee. 
 
Judge Schwarz works tirelessly and creatively for the improvement of everything important to juvenile 
judges and the youth they serve.  One of her colleagues had this to say about her: “[Judge Schwarz] is an 
outstanding judicial officer who specializes in adolescent youth. She runs the Santa Clara County Teen 
Court and hears all of the Non Minor Dependent Youth cases. She works diligently to understand the 
youth issues of the day and she applies her no-nonsense yet caring and compassionate style to all the 
youth she supervises in court… She is an excellent speaker and trainer and provides training for judges 
all over the state and the nation on a variety of topics. She is a great colleague and one of the hardest 
workers I have ever met.” 
 
The Wilmont Sweeney Juvenile Court Judge of the Year Award is presented annually to a California Juvenile Court 
Judge who exemplifies innovative dedication to California’s youth. Judge Sweeney was a longtime advocate of 
finding alternatives to detention centers for juveniles, such as rehabilitation and counseling, thus the award is 
presented to a judge who exhibits the same dedication as Judge Sweeney. 
 

### 


