Court House News

California Governor Signs State Budget
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (CN) – Promising to increase California’s rainy-day fund along
with major boosts to transportation infrastructure spending, Gov. Jerry Brown on
Tuesday signed a $183-billion spending plan.
Brown approved the Golden State’s largest-ever spending plan without making any
vetoes to the budget bill sent to him by lawmakers on June 16. The bill accelerates nearly
$3 billion in infrastructure spending, stashes $1.8 billion to the state’s burgeoning rainy
day fund and increases education spending over last year’s budget by $3.1 billion.
The fourth-term Democratic governor says the spending plan is aimed at preparing
California for future recession through “fiscal prudence.”
“California is taking decisive action by enacting a balanced state budget,” said Brown in
a statement. “This budget provides money to repair our roads and bridges, pay down
debt, invest in schools, fund the earned income tax credit and provide Medi-Cal health
care for millions of Californians.”
The signing comes 11 days after Brown and the Legislature agreed to the bill, which
includes $125 billion in general fund expenditures, an increase of nearly $4 billion over
the current budget. It expands the state’s Earned Income Tax Credit by making an
estimated 1.5 million low-income households eligible for the state-subsidized
employment credit.
For the first time in six years, tuition rates will rise at both the University of California
and California State University systems. The budget reflects a total of $15.3 billion in
higher education spending, including special and bond funds.
The budget also dedicates $711 million to Medi-Cal from revenues generated by the
state’s voter-approved tax hike on tobacco products. The Medi-Cal boosts come after
state Republicans argued during the budget process that the state’s majority party was
attempting to violate Proposition 56 by diverting money from the tobacco tax away from
health care.
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Full Article Here: http://www.courthousenews.com/calif-governor-signs-budget/
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Judge in Stanford swimmer sexual assault case faces recall campaign
A group of activists filed paperwork Monday to officially launch a recall election against
a Santa Clara County judge who was criticized for his decision to sentence a
former Stanford University swimmer to six months in jail for sexually assaulting an
unconscious woman.Fifty activists, who are being led by Stanford law professor Michele
Dauber, turned in a “notice of intent” with the Santa Clara County registrar of voters,
setting into motion a complex series of steps to remove Judge Aaron Persky from the
bench in the next election cycle.“Santa Clara County residents deserve a judge who will
protect victims, not rapists,” Dauber said at a news conference Monday.Brock Turner was
sentenced to six months in jail for sexually assaulting an unconscious woman. (Santa Clara
County Sheriff's Office)In March 2016, Brock Turner, a three-time All-American high
school swimmer, was found guilty of sexually assaulting “Emily Doe” behind a dumpster
after a fraternity party.The college athlete was facing a maximum sentence of 14 years in
prison for the January 2015 assault.Prosecutors asked Persky to sentence him to six
years in prison. Before making a decision, Dauber and more than 250
students submitted letters to Persky, pleading that Turner be held accountable for his
actions.
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