BYLAWS OF THE
JUVENILE COURT JUDGES OF CALIFORNIA
Revised April 2012, approved November 2012, revised March 2023, approved May 2023

Article I - Name

The name of this organization is the Juvenile Court Judges of California (hereinafter
referred to as JCJC):

Article II - Purposes of JCJC

The purposes of JCJC are as follows:

a.

b.

k.

To raise the status of juvenile court judicial officers and of the work performed by
juvenile court judicial officers.

To offer juvenile court judicial officers a support network of similarly situated
judicial officers.

To provide an opportunity for judicial officers to discuss and share common
problems unique to juvenile court judicial officers.

To enable the Juvenile Courts to communicate about children's issues with
statewide and national groups such as the State Dept of Social Services; the State
Office of Youth and Community Restoration; the California CASA Association;
the National CASA Association; and the National Council of Juvenile and Family
Court Judges.

To expose California juvenile court judicial officers to the diverse structures and
operations of juvenile courts throughout the country.

To encourage counties to implement a policy of having the Administrative or
Presiding Juvenile Court Judge remain in the Juvenile Court for a substantial period
of time (minimum of 3 years) and thereby be in a position to establish and
implement policy concerning the operation of the Juvenile Court.

To support, promote, and implement as best as possible the guidelines articulated
in Standard 5.40 of the California Standards of Judicial Administration entitled,
"Juvenile Court Matters."

To establish an effective system of reviewing legislation and working with the
legislative and executive branches as it relates to the work of the Juvenile Court.
To establish a judicial forum in which children's issues can be discussed and
judicial policy can be developed.

To recommend policy on Juvenile Court management, the provision of children's
services and related issues to local courts and policy makers at all levels of
government.

To provide trainings for California Juvenile Court judicial officers.

Article III - Relationship to California Judges Association

JCJC is a section of the California Judges Association (hereinafter referred to as CJA).
Both CJA and JCJC are governed according to their by-laws and other adopted policies. In order
to avoid any conflicts in policies, the relationship between CJA and JCJC is more clearly defined



in the 2011 Memorandum of Understanding, attached hereto. The CJA Liaison appointed by the
CJA President shall be given notice of all JCJC meetings, including those of the Executive
Committee, in accord with the aforementioned MOU.

Article IV — Membership

General membership in JCJC shall be open to any active judicial officer who is currently
hearing cases, or retired judicial officer who has spent at least five of the last ten years on the bench
hearing cases, in the Juvenile Justice Court, the Juvenile Dependency Court, or the Informal
Juvenile and Traffic Court. The Chair, with the consent of the Executive Committee may permit
ongoing membership for any active judicial officer who has left the assignment, and who applies
for membership. Voting membership in JCJC shall require membership in CJA. Notice of all
regular meetings of JCJC shall be given to all members through publication using the Juvenile
Judges’ List Serve.

Article V - Executive Committee

There shall be an Executive Committee comprised of the Chair and Vice-Chair of JCIC
and an additional seven to eleven JCJC voting members, which includes the Chair and Vice-Chair
of the Legislative Committee. The immediate past Chair shall be designated as an ex officio non-
voting member of the Executive Committee. Members of the Executive Committee shall be
judicial officers currently serving in the Juvenile Court and at least one judicial officer who has
retired from the Juvenile Court bench. In selecting members of the Executive Committee, JCJC
shall take into consideration diversity of size and location of the courts represented. Members of
the Executive Committee shall serve for two years terms. Each term is measured from one even-
numbered year’s Annual Meeting until the Annual Meeting in the next even-numbered year.

When a vacancy occurs, the Executive Committee shall fill the vacancy for the remainder
of the term if there are more than 6 months remaining in a member's term. A vacancy occurs when
an Executive Committee member resigns. A member of the Executive Committee who is
reassigned to a non-juvenile law assignment during his/her term may choose to complete his/her
term.

Article VI - Officers

There shall be a Chair and Vice-Chair of JCJC. Each shall serve two-year terms.

The Chair shall preside at all meetings and present a report to the membership at each
general membership meeting. In the absence of the Chair, the Vice-Chair shall assume the duties
of the Chair. In the absence of both, the Chair shall designate another member of the Executive
Committee to serve as Chair.

Article VII - Selection of Executive Committee and Officers

Every even numbered year at the JCJC Annual Meeting, the Nominating Committee shall
submit to the membership a slate of proposed nominees to the Executive Committee, as well as



for the positions of Chair and Vice-Chair. A vote shall be taken of members present as to whether
to adopt the slate. If the slate is not adopted by a majority vote, then the Nominating Committee
shall submit a new slate for consideration; the process shall continue until a slate is adopted by a
majority vote of members present.

Any member can be selected by the Chair, and, if approved by the Executive Committee,
be appointed the Legislative Committee Chair and Vice-Chair. Once approved, both Chair and
Vice-Chair of the Legislative Committee will become members of the Executive Committee.

Article VIII - JCJC Meetings

There shall be at least two meetings of the general membership of JCJC each year. The
JCJC Annual Meeting shall occur at the CJER Juvenile Law Institute and a second meeting at
either the Beyond the Bench conference or the Annual CJA Conference. In the event there is no
Juvenile Institute in a given year, the Executive Committee shall designate another date for the
Annual Meeting.

Article IX - Executive Committee Meetings

The Executive Committee shall meet at least 4 times each year, including telephonic/video
conferences. One meeting shall occur at the JCJC Annual Meeting during the CJER Juvenile
Institute and one at the Annual CJA Conference. In the event there is no Juvenile Institute in a
given year, the Executive Committee may designate another date for a meeting. At its meetings,
the Executive Committee may consider proposals for legislation, educational opportunities,
including but not limited to proposing sessions at CJA conferences, and ideas to support, promote,
and implement the Purposes and Policy of JCJC.

A quorum for an Executive Committee meeting shall be at least 50 percent of the current
members of the Executive Committee. A vote on a motion before the Executive Committee shall
pass by a simple majority of the members constituting the quorum.

Article X — Committees

JCJC Standing Committees are as follows:

JCJC Legislative Committee

Membership on the Legislative Committee is open to any JCJC voting members. The
Committee shall have a Chair and a Vice-Chair, appointed by the Chair with the
consent of the Executive Committee.

JCJC Positions on Legislation: The Legislative Committee may take positions on
legislation on behalf of JCJC by a majority vote. If a member of the legislature
approaches a JCJC member requesting JCJC sponsorship or support for a piece of
legislation, then the member shall refer the matter to the Legislative Committee.



JCJC Sponsored Legislation: Any JCJC member may bring a proposal to sponsor
legislation to the Legislative Committee. If the proposed bill is recommended by a
majority of the membership of the Legislative Committee, that proposal shall be
transmitted to the CJA Executive Board for approval as sponsored legislation. JCJC
shall not present the proposed legislation as a JCJC proposal unless CJA agrees to
sponsor the legislation. No JCJC member may individually approach a Member of
the Legislature with a proposal on behalf of JCJC without first having gone through
this process.

JCJC Nominating Committee

The Executive Committee shall appoint 3 voting members to serve as the Nominating
Committee. The Nominating Committee shall be responsible for the following:

1. Solicit and receive nominations for Executive Committee membership.
2. Select a slate of nominees for Executive Committee membership, Chair, and

Vice-Chair.

Additional Committees

The Chair, with the consent of the Executive Committee, may create additional
committees, or disband existing committees, as needed.

Article XI — JCJC Awards

Each year JCJC will honor one of its members as the JCJC Judge of the Year. The award
will continue to be named for the late Judge Wilmont Sweeney of Alameda County. The award
will be presented to a Juvenile Court judicial officer who has shown leadership at the local level
and/or has contributed to the improvement of the Juvenile Court statewide. The Chair, in
consultation with the Executive Committee shall select three past recipients and two current
Executive Committee members to receive nominations and to select the recipient. Any judicial
officer may submit a nomination. The award shall be presented at the Annual Meeting.

The Executive Committee may, by majority vote, honor any other individual(s) who have
made significant contributions to JCJC, including continuing to recognize those judicial officers
who have served in juvenile court for five years or more.

Article XII- Amendment to Bylaws

Any amendments to the Bylaws shall be reviewed and approved by a 2/3 majority of the Executive
Committee and shall be effective upon approval by a majority of the voting membership of JCJC
present at the membership meeting at the CJER Juvenile Institute. In the event that there is no
Juvenile Institute in a given year, the Executive Committee may designate another time for a
membership meeting.






