SF Chronicle
San Francisco Superior Court’s judge positions are now all filled — nearly
half by women
For the first time in years, San Francisco’s courts have a full complement of 52 judges, with a
bench that is now almost half female.
Forty-six percent of San Francisco’s judges are women — one of the highest percentages of
female judges among the 15 largest counties in the state.
Only Contra Costa County, where 53 percent of judges are female, has a higher percentage of
women on the bench among the state’s largest counties, according to a 2018 report by the
Judicial Council of California.
On Monday, judges beginning their new terms in San Francisco’s Superior Court — many of
them veterans of the courts — held their first inauguration ceremony, starting a year that
promises to be as complex as ever for the city’s courts.
“We are one of the more diverse courts, not only in California, but in the entire country,” new
Presiding Judge Garrett Wong said in an interview following the ceremony at Civic Center
Courthouse. “The credibility of these people is impeccable. I think we have strong
representation of the makeup of our county. That’s very important for the public to see and
have confidence in the bench.”
Four of the incumbents sworn in — judges Jeffrey Ross, Cynthia Ming-mei Lee, Andrew Cheng,
and Curtis Karnow — faced challenges last year by San Francisco public defenders, who were
seeking to change the city’s criminal justice system and ease penalties for poor and minority
defendants. The challengers faced criticism that they were undermining the independence of
the courts.
Wong’s fellow Superior Court judges elected him to the two-year term as presiding judge that
began this year. He is succeeding Judge Teri L. Jackson, who will return to a position as trial
judge.
Wong’s first major task was to pick judicial assignments, including assignments for former Gov.
Jerry Brown’s most recent judicial appointments. They are judges Teresa Caffese and Eric
Fleming, who were appointed in December 2017, judges Richard Darwin, Christine Van Aken,
Rita Lin, Michael McNaughton and Alexandra Gordon, who were appointed in 2018, and Judge
Vedica Puri, who was appointed Friday
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Full Article here: https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/San-Francisco-Superior-Court-s-judgepositions-13515830.php
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