More Women Being Appointed to Bench Than Men—Brown
More than half of the judicial appointments last year were women, Gov.
Edmund G. Brown Jr. said yesterday in his annual report on applicant and
appointee data. From the period of 2011 through 2017, Brown said, he
appointed 451 judges, including 95 last year. There were more than 2,400
applications, he related.
Over the seven years, nearly 40 percent of those appointed identified
themselves as American Indian or Alaska Native; Asian; Black or AfricanAmerican; Hispanic; Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander; or
Other/Unknown, Brown reported.
...
http://www.metnews.com/articles/2018/morewomen030218.htm
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Sonoma County changes policy to proactively clear past pot-related
convictions
Sonoma County District Attorney Jill Ravitch abruptly changed course
Monday, deciding her office will begin reviewing past marijuana-related
crimes to reduce or expunge eligible convictions after saying last month it
would not.
The policy shift was issued late Monday afternoon after what she said was
further consideration related to the 75 or so petitions the office had already
received from people seeking to dismiss a conviction, or to have a felony
dropped to a misdemeanor. The chance at reclassifying these crimes was part
of Proposition 64, which voters passed in 2016 to legalize recreational
cannabis for adults 21 years old and up.
Ravitch, who is running for re-election this year, said in February her office
would not follow the lead of other California counties, including San Francisco
and San Diego, in proactively evaluating old cases. At that time, she stated
her 50-attorney department did not have the resources to research an
estimated 3,000 prior convictions, but would, instead, review individual
petitions as they were filed.
“What I kept hearing is so many people would not go through that process,
either because they didn’t understand it or they didn’t have the money, or

they just didn’t have the wherewithal to follow through,” Ravitch said. “It’s
still a resource issue, but we’ve juggled our resources and are doing what we
can to make this a more seamless process.”
The two-page petition process was designed so a person could complete it
without a lawyer, and there was no fee for submission. While someone with a
misdemeanor could petition to have the case dismissed and then request
their record be expunged, a person with a felony could have benefited from
additional legal review.
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