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California’s troubled judicial misconduct watchdog may miss key deadlines to improve 
Problems could undermine public trust in court system 
 
By NICO SAVIDGE | nsavidge@bayareanewsgroup.com | Bay Area News Group 
PUBLISHED: June 13, 2019 at 5:05 am | UPDATED: June 13, 2019 at 8:38 am 
The state commission that investigates misconduct by California’s judges needs to overhaul its 
troubled practices or it risks undermining the public’s trust in the court system, lawmakers said 
Wednesday at a hearing on a scathing recent audit of the agency. 
Released in April, the audit found that the Commission on Judicial Performance, which 
disciplines judges and reviews complaints against them, failed to thoroughly investigate about a 
third of the cases auditors examined, and did not track patterns of misconduct by judges who 
were repeat offenders. Auditors also took the commission to task for almost never holding 
events for members of the public, and its policy of only accepting misconduct complaints by 
mail, rather than online, among other practices. 
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The Recorder 

Revamped Judicial Misconduct System Could Allow Online Complaints 
A top official stopped short of endorsing a recommendation to split the 
Commission on Judicial Performance's investigative and disciplinary duties. 

By Cheryl Miller | June 12, 2019 at 06:18 PM 
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The top official at California’s Commission on Judicial Performance told state 

lawmakers Wednesday he is committed to making the changes recommended in a 

recent audit that criticized the watchdog agency. 

Gregory Dresser, the commission’s director and chief counsel, said staff have already 

been instructed on how to better track allegations against judges to spot potential 

patterns of misconduct. A new process will require managers to review and approve 

investigative strategies, he said, and agency leaders are considering moving the office 

from San Francisco in a cost-cutting move. 

“The intention is for the things that we can do without extra funding to do them by the 

dates recommended,” Dresser said. 

Dresser stopped short, however, of endorsing the auditor’s recommendation to split the 

commission’s investigative and disciplinary duties. Currently, commissioners decide 

whether staff should pursue a full investigation of allegations against a judge and then 

whether and how that judge should be disciplined. 

That structure, Auditor Elaine Howle said, exposes commissioners to unproven 

allegations about a judge that should not factor into their decisions about punishment. 
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Dresser said state Supreme Court opinions have found the current system does not 

violate a judge’s right to due process. Any changes to the commission’s process would 

require an amendment to the state constitution. 
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