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The Recorder 

CA Judge Calls Sexual Harassment Allegations at Trial 'Insulting' and Racist 
Second District Court of Appeal Justice Jeffrey Johnson denied sexual harassment 
allegations on Thursday, testifying: “I’m at risk of losing my job, because someone’s 
saying I’m talking about the color and size of my penis. It’s insulting.” 

A California appeals court judge denied allegations that he sexually harassed dozens of 

women over nearly two decades, calling some of the accounts outright lies and, at 

times, the product of long-held racial stereotypes of African American men. 



Justice Jeffrey Johnson, under questioning from his own attorneys, denied the 

allegations that he propositioned Victoria Chaney, a fellow judge on the Second District 

Court of Appeal, countering that it was she, not he, who did the propositioning. He also 

denied that he ever used the term “big black dick,” calling those allegations “humiliating 

and insulting.” 

“How did we get here?” he said, choking back tears, at a hearing on Thursday before 

the Commission on Judicial Performance at California State Bar Court in downtown Los 

Angeles. “When I have strived for 58 years, at least for my conscious life, for 52 years, 

to be a part of society and be known and recognized for my intellect? I’m at risk of 

losing my job because someone’s saying I’m talking about the color and size of my 

penis. It’s insulting.” 

At times, he got emotional when talking about his childhood in South Carolina, where he 

lived “literally across the street from the projects” and his parents raised him to 

compliment others and give hugs—a reference to claims that Chaney and others have 

made about his hugs being sexual in nature. 

The hearing, which began on Aug. 5, is planned to last a month. The commission is 

investigating allegations that Johnson, an associate justice appointed to the Second 

Appellate District a decade ago, groped women, touched their bare arms or 

inappropriately hugged them. He faces 10 counts of misconduct, including sexual 

harassment, misconduct and drunken behavior unbecoming of a judge. Depending on 

the findings, the commission could remove him from the bench. 

The hearing is taking place before three special masters: Justice Judith Haller of the 

Court of Appeal for the Fourth District, Imperial County Superior Court Judge William 

Lehman and San Diego County Superior Court Judge Louis Hanoian. 
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https://www.law.com/therecorder/2019/08/07/i-felt-he-wanted-sex-ca-appeals-court-judge-testifies-about-harassment-from-colleague/
https://www.law.com/therecorder/2019/08/05/disciplinary-hearing-opens-over-judges-alleged-groping-and-shocking-explicit-language-toward-women/


Governing the States and Localities  
Addicted to Fines 

All throughout the country, select cities and towns generate substantial fines and other court 
revenues that fund sizable portions of their budgets. Some are known for issuing lots of speeding 
tickets. Others raise revenues from parking citations, municipal ordinance violations or traffic 
cameras. 

Five years ago, the issue of excessive fines and fees gained national attention following the civil 
unrest in Ferguson, Mo., and reports that many St. Louis area municipalities prioritized 
generating revenues from their courts. No reliable national data quantifying fine revenues for 
individual governments exists, however. 

To better understand the extent to which local governments rely on fines, Governing conducted 
the largest analysis of fine revenues to date, constructing a database from thousands of annual 
financial audits and reports filed to state agencies. We found that for hundreds of mostly small 
cities and towns, fines are a critical source of funding, at times accounting for more than half of 
all general revenues. 

Court revenues make up only a small portion of funding for the vast majority of governments. 
For the cities and towns relying heavily on fines, though, multiple headwinds could pose 
problems. Mounting legal and political movements are targeting cuts to fines and court fees. The 
eventual proliferation of autonomous vehicles and improvements in driver technology could 
further one day drastically reduce traffic fines. For these and other reasons, it’s an open question 
as to whether the financial viability of governments most dependent on fines could be threatened 
over the long term. 
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Full Article Here: https://www.governing.com/topics/finance/fine-fee-revenues-special-report.html 

https://www.governing.com/topics/finance/fine-fee-revenues-special-report.html
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